PART vii: 1777-8
you - did you meet a little lawyer turning the corner, eh?'
- *No, Sir, (said I.) Pray what do you mean by the ques-
tion?' - 'Why, (replied Garrick, with an affected indiffer-
ence, yet as if standing on tip-toe,) Lord Gamden has this
moment left me. We have had a long walk together.5 JOHN-
SON. 'Well, Sir, Garrick talked very properly.lLord Camden
was a little lawyer to be associating so familiarly with a
player.'
Sir Joshua Reynolds observed, with great truth, that John-
son considered Garrick to be as it were his property. He
would allow no man either to blame or to praise Garrick in
his presence, without contradicting him.
On Saturday, April [18], I drank tea with him. The
Gentleman who had dined with us at Dr Percy's [the Rev.
Norton Nicholls] came in. Johnson attacked the Americans
with intemperate vehemence of abuse. I said something in
their favour; and added, that I was always sorry when he
talked on that subject. This, it seems, exasperated him;
though he said nothing at the time. The cloud was charged
with sulphureous vapour, which was afterwards to burst in
thunder. - We talked of a gentleman [Langton] who was
running out his fortune in London; and I said, 'We must get
him out of it. All his friends must quarrel with him, and
that will soon drive him away.9 JOHNSON. *Nay, Sir; we'll
send you to him. If your company does not drive a man out
of his house, nothing will.' This was a horrible shock, for
which there was no visible cause. I afterwards asked him
why he had said so harsh a thing. JOHNSON. 'Because, Sir,
you made me angry about the Americans.' Bo SWELL. *But
why did you not take your revenge directly?' JOHNSON.
(smiling,) 'Because, Sir, I had nothing ready. A man cannot
strike till he has his weapons.* This was a candid and pleasant
confession.
On Tuesday, April 28, he was engaged to dine at General
Paoli's. I called on him, and accompanied him in a hackney-
coach. We stopped first at the bottom of Hedge-lane, into
which he went to leave a letter, 'with good news for a poor
man [Mauritius Lowe] in distress*, as he told me.5 We
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